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ABSTRUCT

The Birth of Warfare

KAWANO Kazutaka

When and why human began to fight each other? We have continued to study the traces
of violence and struggle archaeologically for long time.

From the viewpoint which history is a ’nparratology’ for humankind and historian is
also product of history, it can be called that the struggle view of which warfare is
inevitable for humankind is characteristically based on the historical recognition in
this century. This century, we experienced many miserable slaughters, and as a
background of historical materialism which class struggles are believed to be the
driving force of growth of human society. Human being is always fighting each other in
the core of historical recognition, and on the extended line on which, the historical
warfare which is projected on this century were repeated. Sure enough, is warfare
humankind’s instinct ? Can it be documented by archaeology ?

It cannot be denied that on the evidence that some artificial destruction is observed
on human bones, most archaeologists have been captured by the myth of the
"cannibals(man-eaters)” long time. But now, anything of archaeological evidences
regarded as cannibalism are altogether negative and so, it is believed that
cannibalism have not been existed in the history of humankind. It goes without saying
that humankind is fighting or collaborative each other at anytime.

Similarly, it is not appropriate to regard the sacrifices of men and women, which is
the characteristic in the formation period of the royal tomb, as the evidence of
humankind’'s instinct of attacking others. These human sacrifices are the gift to the
divine king who must play a role to reproduce the society by authorizing the political
power.

How a tools change into deadly weapons ? It is supposed that when arrowhead becomes
heavier, the function of arrowhead is changed from hunting into deadly weapon. But a
weapon is also used as ritualistic implement. The process of changing from a tool for
ordinary use to a deadly weapon and finally to a ritualistic implement is closely
related to the transition of the structure of society. Along with that, the process
which struggle between individuals turns into struggle between communities, as a
result into struggle between states are based on the historical materialism of human
evolution. Whether this is true or not must be examined by the archaeological
evidences of protection from others, separately from the evidences of attacking others.

The ditch and bank for protecting the settlement from enemies are not only in Japan
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but also in Europe, China and the United States. The entrance of the settlement is the
easiest part to be attacked, so it becomes complicated gradually, the bank of the
settlement is rebuild and stronger, then the settlement become strongly to be guarded
more and more. If archaeologists presume that these fortified settlements are
predecessors of cities with protect-wall in 'urban revolution’, can they discover the
evidence of the birth of warfare? I don't think so.

Warfare in history is created as explanation for historical present and it is handed
down historically. There is many archaeological evidences that the ruler made himself
the omnipotent existence (Almighty God) and warfare in history was used for
authorizing himself in the king list legitimately. Moreover, the systematic army
prepared for a king was located as a appropriate stage to recognize the political
power and authority of a king for social members. Because the dual body of a king was
used as the resource to rebirth the society in sacred kingdom. So to speak, the ruler
deliberately used the historical warfare as means to solve the struggle between actual
representation and mental representation for reproducing the power of the king. The
same explanation is applicable to the funeral rite of the king for reproducing the
authority.

What 1s the important factor to separate the social struggles from historical
warfare? Warfare is "intentionally” created with hero or heroin in the age of epos and
an action to talk about historical warfare is nothing less than to reaffirm the
present as it is. That is to say, warfare is created for explanating the historical
present. Then, revealing the artificiality of the warfare from archaeological record
may regard it as the main purpose of "archaeology of warfare’.

By "archaeology of warfare', archaeologists must be tackle actively with the problem
of war and peace. In history of humankind, there are two epoch-makings of struggle.
That is to say, the first is the introduction of productive economy i.e. agriculture,
and the second is the state formation period. However these two epoch-makings are
supposed as evolution of value in society, I wish to be careful about whether warfare
evolves the human society or not.

20th century which we have experienced two World War is closing. It is needless to
say that we have to make an effort for peace, but we must not eliminate the others for
this purpose. Warfare is not caused by instinct of human being. To achieve permanent
peace in cosmopolitan ideal, the aim of the archaeology for humankind is endless and

become more and more important toward next century.
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